
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 
Worship & Sacraments Commission 
Minutes of Meeting April 30, 2019 

 
 
Members Present: Dawn Mansour (Chair), Helena Osubor, Amy Wissel, Hope Davenport, Adriana Inman, Christine 
Guerin, Michael Truax, Michael Bolek, Rick Volk, Mary Blake, Lisa Brown 
	
Ex Officio Present: Fr. Jim Riehle (Pastor), Mary Ella Wielgos (Pastoral Associate), John Stengel (Recording Sec.) 
 
Other Guests: Jen Kline, Casey Mitchell  
Discerning membership on the WSC and were present for the first hour of the meeting. 
 

I. Gather: 7:04 PM 
A. Opening Prayer – Lisa Brown 
B. Getting to Know Each Other:  Did you see the movie Unplanned? What did you think? 

i. Members shared their thoughts on the movie. 
C. Dynamic Catholic Books were passed around for members to take and read. 

 
II. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes from March 26, 2019. 

A. Minutes approved with no changes. 
B. Approval of March Meeting Minutes for public posting 

i. Will modify the foot washing comments. 
 

III. Formation 
A. Imbued with the Spirit of the Liturgy:  Insight 8; pages 47-50 

i. The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy charges pastors with the responsibility of catechesis and 
liturgical formation. 

ii. Liturgy is the best teacher of the faith. 
1. It is important that everyone has an understanding of the liturgy in order to fully participate 

in the life of the Church. 
2. Many of us stop forming ourselves as adults. One hour on Sunday is not going to help you 

grow in your faith. 
3. Too many of us are looking to get something out of the Mass instead of understanding and 

fully participating in the Mass. 
4. Christine related her experience as a teacher that too many kids think the Mass is boring. 
5. Do we understand what is happening at Mass? We must be attentive and reflect on what 

we hear at Mass. 
6. We need to make an effort to learn our faith and to spread and share our faith with others. 
7. Kids imitate what they see, so as adults we must show them the importance of faith in our 

lives and we must be sure to bring them to Mass all the time. 
B. The Liturgy Documents Vol One regarding Eastertide: 

i. CSL: 102, 131 
1. 131 – The Second Vatican Council recognizes the wish of many to assign Easter to a fixed 

Sunday and is not opposed to the idea provided that those who it may concern, especially 
other Christians who are not in communion with the Apostolic See, give their consent. 

ii. GIRM: 51, 372 
1. 372 – Ritual Masses such as funerals and weddings are connected to the celebration of 

certain Sacraments or Sacramentals. They are prohibited on Sundays of Advent, Lent, 
Easter, on Solemnities, days within the Octave of Easter, All Souls Day, Ash Wednesday, 
and during Holy Week. 

iii. LM: 33, 60, 67, 69, 102  
1. 102 – The evening Mass on the Vigil of Pentecost offers a choice of four Old Testament 

readings any one of which can be used.  
2. There are other occasions during the year where the evening readings can vary, such as 

Christmas, the Easter Vigil, Vigil of Pentecost, certain Solemnities. 
 

IV. Lent and Triduum Evaluations 
A. Lent 

i. What was the first thing you noticed when you walked in any door that reminded you it was the 
season of Lent. What other things did you notice? 



1. The use of purple on the Altar and Stations of the Cross. 
2. The rocks and sticks in front of the Altar. 
3. The covering of the statues, art, and crucifix on the Altar with purple during Passiontide. 

ii. Was Lent clearly a distinct season from others? 
1. Arts & environment 

a. Stones and twigs in front of Altar. 
2. Liturgy 

a. The use of Latin during the liturgy. 
i. The faithful should be familiar with seven or eight parts of the Mass in 

Latin. 
ii. We did the Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus (Holy, Holy Holy), and the Agnus 

Dei (Lamb of God) in Latin. 
iii. We already know these parts in English so the meaning of the Latin should 

be clear to us. 
iv. Do we need to teach the Latin verses of songs ahead of Lent next year? 

1. Mary Ella is happy to consider teaching ahead of time. 
v. Our choices of the use of Latin should be guided by the beautiful praise of 

God and not by whether every single person is comfortable with singing 
the songs in Latin. 

vi. A lengthy discussion has held on how much education on the use of Latin 
is needed. 

iii. Preaching 
1. Fr. Riehle’s homily on Jesus weeping over Lazarus was excellent. 
2. During Lent there seemed to be more people in the pews. 
3. Fr. Riehle’s bulletin posts were very informative. His post on why the statues were covered 

offered great understanding of the custom. 
iv. Music 

1. Very beautiful with the hand bells and instrumentals. 
2. There seemed to be more singing and participation by the parishioners. 
3. Communion Hymn of Praise 

a. Did not feel right this year during Lent. 
b. Fr. Riehle liked it during Advent but did not think it was a good fit during Lent. 

i. Organ was a bit jarring after the quiet time after communion. Maybe 
something quieter with the choir or just music. This will be an ongoing 
discussion. 

4. On March 24th the music tempo seemed a little slow. 
 

B.  Triduum 
i. Holy Thursday – WSC members 

1. Foot Washing 
a. Mike T thought it was done very respectfully. He expressed some concerns about 

the focus of the celebration being on the Laity vs being on the Priesthood.  
b. Helena says that with so much going on it can be distracting from the ritual, but still 

feels it is beautiful.   
c. Dawn thinks it is humbling and helps you to better understand the scriptures. 
d. Mike B commented that his wife felt it was humbling and beautiful. 
e. Adrianna sat by a couple who did the foot washing for the first time. She was very 

moved by watching them and their reactions to doing the foot washing for the first 
time. 

2. The choir and instruments were beautiful. All the people involved in the music were 
parishioners except for two who were hired. There were so many people involved in the 
music and it all came together beautifully. 

3. The procession to the gym was a little different this year with the Blessed Sacrament and 
ministers leading the procession instead of the people leading and forming a “tunnel” for 
the Blessed Sacrament as was done in past years. 

4. The number of altar servers during Mass was very impressive. 
ii.  Holy Thursday - Fr. Riehle 

1. Fr. Riehle had an open mind regarding the foot washing. 
2. He felt the momentum of the Mass was lost with the foot washing. There was silence after 

his homily. The evening should start off in a grandiose way and then things should fall 
silent by the end of Mass. He thinks the foot washing disrupts the feel of the evening. 



3.  There was so much going on when the foot washing started that he did not get a chance 
to wash twelve people’s feet. 

4. The Mass on Holy Thursday is about the Eucharist and the Priesthood. 
5. The foot washing shifts the focus from Christ to us. How can we get involved? The 

richness of the ritual is lost with everyone being involved. 
6. Foot washing is an option for the Mass. 
7. Fr. Riehle would prefer to wash the feet of twelve men. 
8. He felt out of place during the foot washing and the most out of place he has felt since 

being at St. Max. 
9. He does think it was done well.  
10. He does not want to do the foot washing, but he knows that it means so much to a lot of 

people. 
11. The point of that evening is not about the foot washing. 
12. He is trying very hard not to make it about himself, but he does have the Church 

documents to support his position. 
13. He has not made a final decision. 
14. The experience did not shift his opinion. 

 
C. Mass at 6:30 AM on Tuesdays and Thursdays during Lent went well. 
D. St Joseph’s Altar was beautifully decorated in the Italian tradition for the Feast of Saint Joseph on March 

19th.  
E. Easter food blessing on Holy Saturday was great. 
F. There was a large crowd for the noon Stations of the Cross on Good Friday. 
G. Tabernacle  

i. Tabernacle was empty at the start of the Easter Vigil. 
1. The server who got to light the candle next to the tabernacle for the first time was very 

excited. 
ii. The tabernacle fits very well in the space and it looks great. 

H. Easter Vigil 
i. When coming into the church in the dark some of the kids came in with flashlights. 
ii. The server walking backwards was nice. 
iii. It was difficult to hear outside around the fire. 
iv. Timing of the lights being turned up could have been better aligned to the start of the singing of the 

Gloria. 
v. Since it was difficult to hear the saint names of those being confirmed, it was suggested that their 

confirmation name be added to their name in the worship aid. 
 

V. Open discernment  
A. Rick Volk will be the new vice-chair for 2019/2020. 

 
VI. Updates  

A. Mary Ella – Staff Report  
i. Let Mary Ella know of any questions from this month’s report. 
ii. Mary Ella has the budget and it can be discussed at the next WSC meeting in May. 

 
B. Rick/Mike T – Discernment Process 2019 

i. Coverage needed for May 6 & May 15. 
1. Need help on the 15th. Rick will be there and would like one more person. 

 
VII. New Business  

A. No change of the meeting day for 2019-2020: It will stay the 4th Tuesday. 
 

VIII. Closing Prayer 
 

IX. Meeting adjourned at 9:20 PM 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
John Stengel, Ex Officio (Secretary) 
 


